Story Sampler Our Natural World - For younger kids (K-3rd), this Story Sampler includes hands-on, cross-curricular activities for five books that are linked by the common theme of the natural world.
Reading is Fundamental through University of Wisconsin-Extension ide@s resource
Indiana’s Academic Standards

Social Studies

K.3.6
Identify and compare similarities and differences in families, classmates, neighbors and neighborhoods, and ethnic and cultural groups. (Individuals, Society and Culture)
K.3.7
Recommend ways that people can improve their environment at home, in school and in the neighborhood.

1.3.8
Compare cultural similarities and differences, such as family traditions and customs, and the traditional clothing and food of various ethnic and cultural groups found in Indiana. (Individuals, Society and Culture)

1.3.9
Give examples of natural resources found locally and describe how people in the school and community use these resources.

2.3.7
Identify ways that recreational opportunities influence human activity in the community.
3.3.9
Identify factors that make the region unique, including cultural diversity, industry, the arts and architecture. (Individuals, Society and Culture)
3.3.11
Identify and describe the relationship between human systems and physical systems and the impact they have on each other.

Language Arts

K.1.1 
Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book.
K.1.3 
Understand that printed materials provide information.

K.1.22 
Listen to stories read aloud and use the vocabulary in those stories in oral language.

K.2.2 
Use pictures and context to aid comprehension and to draw conclusions or make predictions about story content.

K.2.3 
Generate and respond to questions (who, what, where).

K.3.5 
Understand what is heard or seen by responding to questions (who, what, where).

K.7.2 
Share information and ideas, speaking in complete, coherent sentences.
1.2.1 
Identify the title, author, illustrator, and table of contents of a reading selection.

1.2.3 
Respond to who, what, when, where, why, and how questions and recognize the main idea

of what is read.

1.2.6 Draw conclusions or confirm predictions about what will happen next in a text by identifying key words (signal words that alert the reader to a sequence of events, such as before, first, during, while, as, at the same time, after, then, next, at last, finally, now, when or cause and effect, such as because, since, therefore, so).
1.2.7 
Relate prior knowledge to what is read.
1.3.3 
Confirm predictions about what will happen next in a story.
1.3.5 
Understand what is read by responding to questions (who, what, when, where, why, how).

1.7.1 
Listen attentively.

2.2.4 
Ask and respond to questions (when, who, where, why, what if, how) to aid comprehension about important elements of informational texts.

2.2.5 
Restate facts and details or summarize the main idea in the text to clarify and organize ideas.

2.2.10 
Draw conclusions or confirm predictions about what will happen next in a text by identifying key words (signal words that alert the reader to a sequence of events, such as before, first, during, while, as, at the same time, after, then, next, at last, finally, now, when or cause and effect, such as because, since, therefore, so).

2.3.5 
Confirm predictions about what will happen next in a story.

2.3.7 
Identify the meaning or lesson of a story.

2.7.2 
Ask for clarification and explanation of stories and ideas.
3.2.2 
Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal information from the text.
3.7.3 
Answer questions completely and appropriately.
Science

K.1.1 
Raise questions about the natural world.
K.1.2 
Begin to demonstrate that everyone can do science.

1.4.1 
Identify when stories give attributes to plants and animals, such as the ability to speak, that they really do not have.
2.4.1 
Observe and identify different external features of plants and animals and describe how these features help them live in different environments.

2.4.4 
Recognize and explain that living things are found almost everywhere in the world and that there are somewhat different kinds in different places.

2.4.8 
Give examples of different roles people have in families and communities.

3.2.7 
Ask “How do you know?” in appropriate situations and attempt reasonable answers when others ask the same question.

