The Name Game (see also Indiana Expeditions) - 3rd-7th grade students will gain an understanding of how dinosaurs are named.  Using designated card sets for the different parts of dinosaur names, students will construct dinosaur names and then describe and draw or construct a model of their “new” dinosaur. Indiana State Standards covered »
Indiana Expeditions through W-FYI
Indiana’s Academic Standards

Science

3.1.5    Demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively while respecting the ideas of others and communicating one’s own conclusions about findings.
3.2.6    Make sketches and write descriptions to aid in explaining procedures or ideas.
3.4.5    Give examples of some kinds of organisms that have completely disappeared and explain how these organisms were similar to some organisms living today.
4.1.3    Explain that clear communication is an essential part of doing science since it enables scientists to inform others about their work, to expose their ideas to evaluation by other scientists, and to allow scientists to stay informed about scientific discoveries around the world.

4.2.5    Write descriptions of investigations, using observations and other evidence as support for explanations.

5.4.8    Observe that and describe how fossils can be compared to one another and to living organisms according to their similarities and differences.

5.6.2    Demonstrate how geometric figures, number sequences, graphs, diagrams, sketches, number lines, maps, and stories can be used to represent objects, events, and processes in the real world, although such representation can never be exact in every detail.

6.1.2    Give examples of different ways scientists investigate natural phenomena and identify processes all scientists use, such as collection of relevant evidence, the use of logical reasoning, and the application of imagination in devising hypotheses* and explanations, in order to make sense of the evidence.

6.1.3    Recognize and explain that hypotheses are valuable, even if they turn out not to be true, if they lead to fruitful investigations.

6.1.5    Identify places where scientists work, including offices, classrooms, laboratories, farms, factories, and natural field settings ranging from space to the ocean floor.

7.1.2    Explain that what people expect to observe often affects what they actually do observe and provide an example of a solution to this problem.

7.1.4    Describe that different explanations can be given for the same evidence, and it is not always possible to tell which one is correct without further inquiry.
