Defining Ecology – Through five 30-45 minute lessons, 3rd-6th grade students will work in cooperative groups to define, study, and incorporate vocabulary terms into writings about ecology. 
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Indiana’s Academic Standards

Language Arts

3.1.1    Know and use more difficult word families (-ight) when reading unfamiliar words.

3.1.2    Read words with several syllables.
3.1.5    Demonstrate knowledge of grade-level-appropriate words to speak specifically about different issues.

3.1.6    Use sentence and word context to find the meaning of unknown words.

3.1.7    Use a dictionary to learn the meaning and pronunciation of unknown words.

3.1.8    Use knowledge of prefixes (word parts added at the beginning of words such as un-, pre-) and suffixes (word parts added at the end of words such as -er, -ful, -less) to determine the meaning of words.

3.2.7    Follow simple multiple-step written instructions.

3.4.4    Use various reference materials (such as a dictionary, thesaurus, atlas, encyclopedia, and online resources).

4.1.3    Use knowledge of root words (nation, national, nationality) to determine the meaning of unknown words within a passage.

4.1.7    Use context to determine the meaning of unknown words.

5.1.2    Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words.

5.1.6    Understand unknown words by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning.

5.4.7    Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings.

6.1.3    Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

6.1.4    Understand unknown words in informational texts by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning.

6.1.5    Understand and explain slight differences in meaning in related words.

6.2.5    Follow multiple-step instructions for preparing applications.

